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Questions of gender and appropriate responses to gender-based violence and abuse are ever-present in the literature and practice of transitional justice. The impact of the failure to adequately address these questions can be seen at every level. It is especially evident in the treatment of women and of their experiences in the mechanisms and processes adopted by states in times of transition.
The special issue on gender and transitional justice published by the International Journal of Transitional Justice in December 2007, raised a number of important questions including those around the appropriate institutional response to gender-based and sexual violence, questions of reparations for women and for sexual violence, and the gendered aspects of transition itself. The issue spelled out the magnitude of gender violence as a "blight on human values." And it helped to further open a space for dialogue surrounding the essential problems it brought to light. Yet change is slow in coming, and, sadly, more than five years later, these questions, and many others, persist.
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There is notable work being done by both scholars and practitioners in the area of gender and transitional justice. The particular value of this work lies not just in the counting and describing of gendered crimes, but in applying a critical, feminist lens and analysis to those events. More than pointing only to events and abuses, this scholarship examines women's social roles, experience, and interests, and engages significantly with feminist politics.
The papers in this special issue address many of these questions along a number of valuable themes: The first is the intersectionality and multi-dimensionality of women and their experiences-and what Cheryl Suzack and Elise Couture-Grandin call the "coexistence and simultaneity" of women's experiences; their focus on Indigenous women's experience with reconciliation and on the construction of local meaning is drawn from the Canadian Indian Residential Schools case. Fionnuala Ní Aoláin and Monica McWilliams further the discussion through their discussion of the way that "private" abuse is often marginalized or ignored in the post-conflict period. They argue that genuine transformation can only come about when considering the totality of the harm.
The second theme has to do with the inconsistent regulatory framework present in institutions around the world, which fundamentally limits the equality and badly influences the treatment of women. As Kim Stanton's piece argues, the importance of transitional processes, writ large, lies in its ability to influence the social narrative. When applied to the Missing Women Inquiry in Canada, Stanton provides a devastating account of just how badly a process can fail, and the deep and lasting implications for women. Debra Bergoffen and Dyan Mazurana, aware of the history of shortcomings in such processes, suggest reforms. Mazurana provides a useful thinking-through of gender-just remedy and reparation, drawn from some of the ground-breaking work she has done in the Greater North of Uganda. And Bergoffen considers the need for the "ungendering" of justice, with specific reference to the International 2 Transitional Justice Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 2 [2013] Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, highlighting the implications of the gendered biases implicit in the law.
The third theme is the need for creative responses to the realities of enduring gender inequality that women around the world continue to face. Many of the essays in this special edition, including those by Bergoffen and Mazurana, provide the possibility for unique remedies to these often-intractable problems. Alice MacLachlan, too, steps outside of the main of courtrooms and public inquiries to suggest the accommodation of social context and power relationships in public apology. In particular, she makes a strong case for the claim that public apologies have not attended adequately to gendered violence, including gendered sexual violence.
Together, these essays form a powerful collection that we hope will stimulate debate and galvanize further scholarship on this important topic.
